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THE LINGROFT VILLAGE GREEN
ASSOCIATION OUTLINES
ROUTE 520 PROPOSAL

by Susan Murphy

Presenting an informative and well-received presentation. The
Lincroft Village Green Association introduced their recommentlu-
tions for improvements to Route 520. The meeting, which was held
on August 13 at Brookdale Community College’s Performing Arts
Center, was attended by approximately 100 residents of Lincroft,
Middletown. and nearby Tinton Falls. The widening of Route 520, ax
well as the reduction of the speed limit in many areas of Linerolt, lim-
ited entrances and exits from parking lots o CR 520, a possible new
tamp for southbound Exit 105 tralfic (o directly access Route 18
Naorth, better bicycle access routes in Lincrott, the replacement ol
existing crosswalks and the building of additional crosswalks that
would be highly visible, the adjustment of the Phalanx Road-CR 520
traffic light to provide a lenger green light for Route 520, and o bel-
ter synchronizing of lights were all topics discussed at this meeting.

The Lincroft Village Green Association has been studying (he
problems associated with the quality of life in Lincroft, including
pedestrian salety, speeding. and parking lot access and congestion.
They distributed a survey sheel Lo residents regarding CR 520, which
contained 21 questions that residents could circle it they: agree. dis-
agree, are undecided, or list other ideas. These questions related (o
tealtic, speed limits, building landscaped center islands, replacing
existing crosswalks, constructing continuous sidewalks in cerlain
areas, and the addition of either one or two jughandles or two lelt um
lanes going into the Brookdale Community College entrance. The
surveys were collected at the close of the program., and forwarded
along with other data compiled from other surveys to Theodare
Giannechini, Monmouth County Engineer.

Abe Littenberg. a member of The Lincroft Village Green
Association started the evening with an overview ol Route 520 from
Seu Bright to Route 18 through the use of a slide presentation. The
slides showed Route 520 as it travels through Sea Bright, Rumson,
Fair Haven, Liule Silver, Red Bank, Lincrolt, Holmdel, und even
Freehold. He commented how in certain arcas CR520 is deer lriend-
ly. bike friendly, jogger triendly, and even farm Iriendly. It was a thor-
ough and clear view ot exactly how many lanes the road has in dif
lerent areas, how many turn-oll lanes (either left or right) into schools
and business parking lots, and especially how beautitul the road is in
specific sections.

Carol Baker and Winnie Scateri, alse members of LVGA dis-
cussed the need for decreasing the speed limit in many arcas. They
continued the use of the slide presentation by showing what a land-
scaped center island would look like, and explaining how this island
would also serve as a safe area for pedestrians to wail until they could
cross a street. Carol expressed her concern regarding pedestrian sufe-
ty with a list including: a) building concrele crosswalks that are high-
ly visible, b) installing Yield 1o Pedestrian signs., ¢) constructing new
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crosswalks where appropriate and d) providing additional pedestrian:
activated lights. Some sections would have rumbic strips [or pedestii-
an crossings. It was suggested that a crosswalk with pedestrian-acti-
vated lights, and a traflic light on a timer (or a,m, and p.m. dismissal
only be installed at the entrance of Christian Brothers Academy. Also
suggested was a safe bike access to CR520 through Middletown-
Lincrolt Roud.

The Lincrolt Village Green Associalion recommends developing
alicrnate routes betore any changes are planned lor the Brookdale
Community College entrance, and o encourage the use of shuttle buscs.

During the question and answer scetion which followed the presen
Lation, one suggestion was offered 1o have a flashing sign installed
before Christian Brothers Academy stating: Sefiool Zone Next 2 Miles -
Speed Limir 25 mph. Another was to stagger school starting times.

During the period allotted (o comments from the audicnce,
Tinton Falls Mayor Ann MeNamara spoke of her concern that the cast
und west segments of Riverdale Avenue should not be joined. She
suid, “that would be a mistake™ as would the idea of Parkway exit
07, Ms. McNamara does recommend orange pedestrian markers for
greater visibility, Tinton Falls resident Dale Diamond of Riverdale
Avenue East said it would be “absurd to put in an overpass o connecl
two quict, sleepy roads und destroy a natural habitat”

Among others who expressed support for Lineroft quality of life
issues wus 4 representative of the League of Women Voters. A Belmar
resident spoke ol improvements made in that town and encouraged
the residents of Lineroft to continue their struggle 10 acquire an
atmosphere (o their liking.

Lincroft resident Kathy Kuser emailed a group of her neighbors
with a reminder of the importance of auending this meeting.  Her
message poinled out how “essential” it is 10 act “ay a neighborhood”
in responding 1o proposals © “improve or enhance our neighborhood
ur Lineroft center”

A written survey was distributed (0 those who attended the meet-
ing. The resulls were to be compiled and submitted 10 County
Lngineer Theodore Giannechini.  The survey addressed issues of
reduction ol speed limits, landscaped center islands, sidewalks,
replacing crosswalks and adding extra lanes (o Rie, 520, Jughandles,
parking lols, ramps. traffic lights and bicyele access are also covered
in (he survey.

The general consensus of the residents attending this meeting,
seemied 10 be that if Route 520 were widened it would greatly imipact
the yuality of life for themselves and their children. The change of
Route 520 would cause immediate and severe traific problems: and of
great importance was the thought that the area would not be pedestri-
an-lriendly,

The Lincroft Village Green Association has o website:  fin-
croftvillagegreen.org on which you can read the original Oril-
Rodgers report for Route 520 and the recommendations and con
ments by Mr. Charles Carmalt, Consulting Enginecr for LVGA. Any
further guestions or concerns may be directed to Maryellen Tyndale-
Himz, Co-President, at lincroftvillage @aol.com.



