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Insert Date
Hon. Jon S. Corzine

Governor, State of New Jersey

State House

PO BOX 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

RE: Affordable Housing Mandate

Dear Governor Corzine:

I am a resident of Middletown Township in Monmouth County, New Jersey. Numerous public meetings have been held by both my Township Committee and Planning Board regarding the recently amended affordable housing rules promulgated by the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH). While my township will reluctantly comply with the State’s mandate to submit an adopted "Fair Share Plan" for affordable housing to COAH by the end of 2008, I wish to strongly express my belief that both the amended rules and the hurried plan adoption process as required by COAH are fundamentally flawed.

My township has demonstrated a long-standing commitment to providing its fair share of affordable housing, and has never used its zoning powers to exclude low and moderate income households. Middletown has supported the reasonable construction of affordable housing units in all parts of the Township, and has always sought to balance available resources with anticipated residential and commercial development through a rational planning process. In fact, Middletown has sought timely approval for its first, second and third round affordable housing plans from COAH. Furthermore, my township can be considered a model for other municipalities in implementing a range of methods to satisfy its cumulative 1987-2018 affordable housing requirements.

COAH’s new regulations became effective in June 2008, and were only published in October 2008. Unfortunately, this rushed procedure provided Middletown with little opportunity to truly engage its citizens in a participatory planning process. Even though my Township will be submitting its "Amended Housing Element & Fair Share Plan" in accordance with COAH’s adopted rules (which are expected to be yet further amended in the coming months), I firmly believe that:

· The rules will effectively force Middletown to raise and expend its own tax revenues to provide low and moderate income housing, which is in direct contradiction to the Fair Housing Act and Mount Laurel decisions;

· The rules are impractical and arcane;

· The rules are based upon outdated and inaccurate data;

· The rules will have a deleterious impact on the local and State economy;

· The rules are punitive to municipalities and private land developers alike;

· The rules are inconsistent with the State Development and Redevelopment Plan and with NJDEP regulations;

For the foregoing reasons, I strenuously object to COAH’s Third Round Substantive Rules, and trust that common sense will prevail to allow municipality’s additional time to seek relief.







Sincerely,








INSERT RESIDENT NAME

Cc:  
Lucy Vandenberg, COAH Executive Director (609) 633-6056 Fax


Joseph Doria, Commissioner, NJ Department of Community Affairs (609) 984-6696 fax
Senator Richard Codey (973)731-0647 fax
Senator Joseph Kyrillos (732)706-9140 fax
Assemblywoman Amy Handlin (732)787-0356 fax
Assemblyman Samuel Thompson (732)583-4039 fax
Assemblyman Joseph Roberts (856)742-1831 fax

